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Pruning Handout Mid Klamath Foodsheds 
 

The MKWC Foodsheds website has a lots of info on fruit trees in the Mid Klamath: www.mkwc.org  

Growing Fruits, Nuts & Berries – http://mkwc.org/programs/foodsheds/growing-fruits-nuts-berries/ 

Peach Leaf Curl - http://mkwc.org/programs/foodsheds/pests-and-diseases/ 

Resources - http://mkwc.org/programs/foodsheds/resources/ 

 

Tools: 
 Hand pruners - Felco makes the best pruners.  No 2 is the basic model, No 13 is the larger pruner 

for bigger diameter branches 

 Loppers are used just as much, if not more, than hand pruners.  My favorite brand is Fiskars.  

They make a large, extendable lopper, as well as a smaller lopper that is light and extremely 

efficient at cutting due to it’s geared design. 

 A good saw is essential.  Silky makes the best, though there are a number of good pruning saws 

available at cheaper prices.  Get a good scabbard. 

 An orchard ladder is necessary for pruning, don’t try to use regular folding ladders, they are 

unstable and potentially dangerous.  Stokes is a good brand. 

 

Books: 

 Pruning Manual by Dan Lurie, , (on the MKWC website) Filoli Gardens Newsletter - This is 

the best pruning manual we've seen.  Divided into three sections - Principles of Tree Growth, 

Training Young Trees, and Pruning Mature Trees 

 Pruning to Restore an Old, Neglected Apple Tree, by R. L. Stebbins and J. Olsen, Oregon State 

University - This completes the manual above by showing how to restore an old tree that has not 

been pruned for years; (hint: it takes a few years).   

 Pruning and Training Plants, A Complete Guide, David Joyce, Royal Horticultural Society,  

One of the best books on pruning available.   

 Designing & Maintaining Your Edible Landscape Naturally, Robert Kourick, Edible 

Landscaping Project, PO Box 1841 Santa Rosa CA (707) 874-2606.  Great info on fruit trees, 

with lots of tables on variety selection, rootstocks, pollination, planting, pruning & care.  Highly 

recommended.   

 Sunset Pruning Handbook, Sunset Publishing 

Corporation, Menlo Park.  Primarily 

dedicated to ornamentals, but lots of good, solid 

info on fruit & nut trees, presented in 

encyclopedic format; older editions tend to be 

just as good and can be had for cheap in used 

book stores.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.mkwc.org/
http://mkwc.org/programs/foodsheds/growing-fruits-nuts-berries/
http://mkwc.org/programs/foodsheds/pests-and-diseases/
http://mkwc.org/programs/foodsheds/resources/
http://www.felcostore.com/pruners?gclid=CIOZuNOY8LsCFUZxQgod0BgA3Q
http://www.felcostore.com/pruners?gclid=CIOZuNOY8LsCFUZxQgod0BgA3Q
http://www.felcostore.com/item/f13
http://www2.fiskars.com/Gardening-and-Yard-Care/Products/Loppers/Telescoping-Power-Lever-Bypass-Lopper#.Us4hVJ5dWSo
http://www2.fiskars.com/Gardening-and-Yard-Care/Products/PowerGear-Pruning-Tools/PowerGear-2-Bypass-Lopper-17#.Us4fjZ5dWSp
http://www.amazon.com/Silky-Landscaping-270-33-Discontinued-Manufacturer/dp/B0014C4QMG/ref=sr_1_1?s=lawn-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1389240713&sr=1-1&keywords=silky+pruning+saw
http://www.stokesladders.com/products/ladder-orchard-aluminum-tripod.asp
http://mkwc.org/files/4713/8904/6027/Pruning-Manual-Lurie.pdf
http://mkwc.org/files/1413/8904/6021/ir.library.oregonstate.edu_xmlui_bitstream_handle_1957_12546_pruningrestoreoldneglectedappletree.pdf
http://www.amazon.com/Pruning-Training-Plants-Complete-Guide/dp/1552975347/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1389240935&sr=8-2&keywords=pruning+and+training+plants%2C+joyce
http://www.amazon.com/Designing-Maintaining-Edible-Landscape-Naturally-ebook/dp/B008FP2CTE/ref=sr_1_sc_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1389241205&sr=8-1-spell&keywords=designing+and+maintaining+your+edible+landscape%2C+kourick
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Pruning Guidelines: 
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